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“Education is a human right with immense power to transform.  
On its foundation rest the cornerstones of freedom,  
democracy and sustainable human development”. 

 
Kofi Annan   

UN Secretary General 

 

Education, Empowerment & Change 
 

Openmind Foundation is a voluntary and non-governmental organisation, set up and registered under the laws of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, to assist the Nigerian nation to enjoy the products of democracy: free and 
vibrant press, free and fair election, transparent governance, respect for human rights, accountability, economic 
prosperity, an enterprising civil society, rule of law, and freedom of religion, thought and speech. The 
organisation plans to employ a three prone strategy in pursuit of its goals and objectives: 

 Massive nationwide campaign aimed at facilitating hope, reconciliation and unity particularly among the 
three main Nigerian tribes - Hausa, Ibo and Yoruba.  The campaign is to drive home to the Nigerian 
people and tribes that “what unites the people and tribes of Nigeria is greater than what divides them”.   

 A massive educational and behaviour modification campaign aimed at drawing attention to the ills of the 
Nigerian society and geared toward a mass rejection of those vices.  This will operate under the 
“SAYNO AND SEE” campaign slogan and through Families, School Clubs, Soap-Opera, etc. 

 Programs to develop patriotism in our nation and a belief in our peoples that with God on our side, unity 
and determination, all things are possible. “That we the people can change the world view of Nigeria, 
the world view of Nigerians and Nigeria’s view of itself” (Dr. Israel Nonyerem Davidson). “It’s possible. 
Just believe!”  

 

The aims and objectives of the organisation: 

1. To promote activities that enhance peace and human development. 

2. To promote activities that will bring about corrupt free society, social justice, high level of patriotism and 
efficiency in Nigeria. 

3. To promote activities that will enhance unity, accountability, eradication of poverty, quality health care, 
education and full employment in Nigeria. 

4. To educate Nigerians on the need for effective and efficient society and promote activities that foster 
effectiveness and efficiency in society. 

5. To provide a forum through which Nigerians, particularly professionals in diaspora, can contribute to 
debates on national issues. 

6. To provide African youths a facility through which they can freely express their views on national issues 
and organise for freedom (with responsibility), social justice, equity, and prosperity for all. 

Our long-term goal is getting a better society and governance for our generation. Posterity will blame us if we fail 
to get involved at the precarious stage of nation building and effective leadership. Openmind Foundation as the 
name implies is open to all like minds from all works of life in the Nigerian society and beyond. From the different 
tiers of government, to the soldiers in the barracks to even our children at the schools; we will all agree that 
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BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION, TRIBALISM, NEPOTISM, SECTARIANISM, ETC., have eaten much into the 
fabric of our society. The consequences are before us today. 
 

Do something amazing today and surprise yourself – join Openmind Foundation and make a difference in the 

quality of governance and standards of living of our people. 

 

DEMOCRATIC NATION BUILDING PROGRAMMES 

To accomplish both our long and short-term goals and objectives, Openmind Foundation has developed and will 
pursue the following set of nation building programmes: 

 

A. Programmes to develop political awareness and promote democracy: 

1. Educate Nigeria, one family at a time, on the presidential system of government, the strengths and 

limitations. 

2. Educate Nigeria, one family at a time, on the voting rights of citizens and the art of effective voting. i.e. voting 

on issues and candidates’ characters and competencies rather than tribe, religion, ethnicity, state, etc. 

3. Seminar on the key components of the Nigerian constitution. 

4. Use television programmes – soaps to reinforce these trainings /seminars. 

 

B. Programmes to enhance national unity and social harmony:  

1. Identify and target families, households, villages, districts and the nation as a whole with civic education and 

awareness campaigns that enhance national unity.  

2.  Reinforce patriotism through public consciousness and youth training programs.  

3.  Encourage cultural and social interaction among ethnic and regional groups through exchange visits, 

national days and cultural programs.  

4. Encourage political parties to formulate specific ideologies with which they can be identified and enable the 

electorate to vote on the basis of issues rather than tribe, region, religion, bribery, etc.  

5. Soaps on television aimed at highlighting the social evils of the Nigerian society, the costs and remedies. 

 

C. Programmes to increase awareness of human rights and civic responsibilities:  

1. Support the independence and responsibility of mass media so that they can report on cases of breaking the 

law without fear and favour.  

2. Create awareness at school, institutions and village levels on the role of independent media and ways to 

approach the media with public interest information. 

3. Educate families on the key components of the Nigerian constitution. 

4. Increase civic education in schools on rights, responsibilities and respect for the law.  

5. Enhance access to legal assistance through putting together volunteer legal aid by members of the legal 

profession in Nigeria. 
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6. Educate families on the importance of respect for customary or traditional laws – particularly with respect to 

marriage, conflict resolutions, and respect for parents, adults and institutions, etc. 

7. Re-enforce the importance of and assist in modernising the traditional village level mediation of the local 

conflicts. 

8. Start civic education about the law and legal procedures in Nigeria.  Provide civic and law workshops and 

seminars in educational institutions and in every village level. 

 

D. Programmes to promote the Spirit of National Service and Self-Help: 

1. Persuade those with special skills, for example physicians, nurses, professors, engineers, and others to 

reserve a few days in a month for community service.  

2. Promote the youth to engage in national service at college and secondary school levels through programs 

such as summer camps and others. 

E. Programmes to promote Accountability and Control of Corruption 

1. Sensitize people about the costs of corruption and creating a culture that is hostile to and intolerable of 

corruption.  

 Develop programmes to make the populace aware of the advantages of transparency, 

accountability and disadvantages of corruption; and the benefits of exposing and punishing 

offenders accordingly.  

 This is to be reinforced with the aid of television programmes. 

2. Holding seminars on corruption and accountability in Federal and State civil service departments or 

organisations. 

3. Campaign for state and federal government protection and reward of those who expose corruption. Have 

laws in place to protect the whistle blowers against corruption. 

4. Champion the creation of an independent watch dog to monitor the overall performance of the local, state 

and federal government offices and bench mark them against those of advanced and emerging economies, 

particularly in the following areas:  

 Contract awards and executions  

 Educational institutions  

 Health care institutions and service providers  

 Aviation industry, etc.  

 Human rights 

 Law and order 

 

It’s possible. Just believe! 

 

Dr. Israel Nonyerem Davidson   Mr. Sirajo AbdulKadir 

              President                              General Secretary 


